FALL 2013

COMMODORE’S COLUMN
It has been an apparent whirlwind of a boating
season. Here we are in late August and it feels
like we just launched.
We kicked off the official boating season on
June 15 with the annual Sail Past and
Commodore’s Reception. This was a shared
effort with the Toronto Island Sailing Club
(TISC) and in concert with the Toronto Island
Marina (TIM) Season Opener. We had a
fantastic turn-out, opening the fleet to TIM
resident non-HCYC members, with 17 boats
partaking. John MacLean on Phantasm took
home the Wind Gypsy Trophy. I would like to
send a belated thank you to all those who took
part, especially to our Social Director Lynne
Laver, who produced a spectacular feast for the
Commodore’s Reception.
Now down to business -- We have had some
Clubhouse issues this season. In early May,
Membership Director John MacLean and
member Paul Peachey replaced the mooring
cables and temporarily secured the ice-damaged
ramp for access. A couple of weeks later a
permanent repair and welding fix was
performed by TIM. Around the time of the
repair in May, the Clubhouse water heater burst
and flooded the north pontoon. With a quick
response from the yard guys at TIM the
Clubhouse was rescued. However, as the water
heater required replacing and the eastern end of
the north pontoon was only accessible below
the galley, a decision was made to renovate.
With volunteer efforts from John MacLean,
Blaine Evans and Paul Brighty, the existing
galley was torn out, further water pumped out,
water lines and shut-offs were reconfigured,

and a new galley was constructed. While
currently usable, the project is not yet
completed.
As the clubhouse is being hauled out for a fiveyear maintenance check this fall we are
planning a further overdue interior renovation.
This work will take place over those nonboating season months (a.k.a. winter) and be
completed for launch in 2014. As such, we will
be holding a fund raiser on Saturday,
September 14 starting at 1700 hrs. You be
receiving information on the event in the next
The “high point of the year” enjoyed by Diane, Todd, Matt and Joe
week or two, so we hope you can all attend.
Lastly, I would like to further acknowledge and
thank Paul Brighty for his donations of 4 bar
stools, 2 tables with 8 chairs, and a 32” flat
panel television. (NOTE: one of those 8 chairs
has gone missing. If one of you reading this
has the chair, please return it immediately.)
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Todd Fraser
Commodore

DATES TO WATCH
● Saturday, September 14 at 1700
hrs –
Liz and Anne
Casino, cards, chili and more at the
Clubhouse
● Sunday, October 6 at 1300 hrs –
Oktoberfest at the Clubhouse (NEW TIME
AND DATE) Bratwurst, sauerkraut and
oompha music
● Saturday, November 30 at 1700 hrs –
AGM and dinner at the National YC

New Year’s Day 2013
New Year’s Day: Judith, Diane, Amanda & Clive

NY: Peter & Julie

THE YEAR IN PIX

Winter social: John, Blaine & Todd

Winter social: Libby, Penny & Joanne

Winter social: Derek & LIz

Craig, Brian and Diane

Spring clean-up: Mark

Spring clean up: Diane & Alex

CLUB CRUISES
Saturday, June 29, two brave HCYC cruisers
ventured across our great lake into US waters to
the port of Youngstown, NY. Captain Matt,
DL, Angus and Ozzy aboard Creeation, and
Dr. Michael Chambers and Marg Betts
aboard Mikado, were registered for the cruise,
but Marg mistakenly set sail without her
passport. Unable to enter the US, they ended up
at the Snug Harbour YC at Niagara-on-theLake, Ontario. The weather was picture perfect
and sailing conditions on the Sunday were epic,
at one point we saw 8kts on Creeation on a 15
to 20kt beam breeze all the way across.
For our second club cruise, 11 boats with more
than 30 skippers and crew, too many to name
here, sailed up to The Oakville Club on July 27
in mostly light air, the largest HCYC fleet in
recent memory. Despite a couple of short lived
line squalls, bringing with them some heavy
weather in the form of showers intense at times,
such as while we were repositioning the
Commodore’s boat in the river, all made it
safely to port. Our intrepid cruising fleet
consisting of Creeation, Delos, Iona, Mikado,
Morning Calm, Peccavi, Phantasm, Solway,
Stress Free, Trident and Vital Spark,
enjoyed a bountiful pot luck dinner and
HCYC cruisers at The Oakville Club

carryings on that wandered into the wee hours.
Sunday’s return sail was excellent. On a broad
reach and under sunny skies, the fleet had a
great surf back to their home ports.
Four boats carrying 11 souls aboard Attitude,
Creeation, Delos and Peccavi blasted across the
lake motor sailing into Dalhousie Yacht Club in
conjunction with the LOCCA Rendezvous
complete with a Pirate Theme, dinner and
contests on August 17. HCYC members took
home several prizes including Creeation for
best dressed boat.
The Lake Ontario Club Cruising Association is
only a few years old and is still finding its sea
legs. This year it has produced a burgee in a
step towards increasing the visibility of the
organization. Check them out at
www.locca.org.
Thank you to all those who have participated in
the cruises this season. And to those that didn’t,
I trust that you have all had some great
adventures. Remember to stay tuned in for
more information about our AGM at the
National Yacht Club on Saturday, November
30, where you will all receive your HCYC
2013 Club Cruising Flag.
[more ...]

CLUB CRUISES [contd ...] I am currently working
on a bonus cruise for us in September, details to
follow via an email blast and a Facebook post at
“Harbor City Yacht Club” (note spelling for
“Harbor”) when looking to find our page. And
please sign up for Facebook and get onto our
page. It’s a great way for us to network and share
our sailing stories and pictures. As Fleet Captain
it’s always good to hear about your individual
sailing and cruising adventures outside our
organized club cruises.
Matt displays new LOCCA burgee awarded at DYC

Captain Matt (aka Matt Phillips)
Rear Commodore & Fleet Captain
HCYC
HCYCpirates
pirates at
at DYC
DYC

Under the direction of Treasurer
Joe Malon, HCYC volunteers acted
as Ship’s Liaison Officers on the
US-based Privateer Lynx during
the Tall Ships Festival

Sunset at Youngstown from Creeation

Tall Ships: Our own Privateer Lynx

Tall Ships: Volunteers Diane, Nigel & Andrik

Harbour Lights is compiled and edited by Nigel Napier-Andrews

